22 Watts Street
Wandering WA 6308
Ph: (08) 6828 1800

MINUTES

Shire of Wandering Audit Committee Meeting
6 March 2025

OUR VISION

Wandering is a community of responsible, resilient and adaptable residents thriving
in our scenic, economically diverse environment.

These Minutes of the meeting held 6 March 2025 are confirmed as a true and correct record of
proceedings without amendment. Confirmed by the Presiding Member, Cr S Little.

Cr Little Presiding Member Date
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SHIRE OF WANDERING

Minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting held in the Council Chambers on Friday 6 March 2025.
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1. Declaration of Opening / Announcements of Visitors
The Presiding Member declared the meeting open 3.30pm

2. Attendance / Apologies / Approved Leave of Absence
Councillors
Cr Sheryl Little (Shire President)
Cr Alan Price (Deputy Shire President)

Cr Lou Cowan

Cr G Hansen

Cr Dennis Jennings
Cr lan Turton

Cr Max Watts

Staff
lan Fitzgerald (A/Chief Executive Officer)
Karl Mickle Operations Manager

Apologies
Nil.

Members of the Public
Nil.

3. Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meetings Held

3.1 Audit Committee Meeting Minutes — 20 June 2024

Statutory Environment:

Section 5.22 of the Local Government Act provides that minutes of all meetings are to be kept and
submitted to the next ordinary meeting of the Council or the committee, as the case requires, for
confirmation.

Voting Requirements:
Simple Majority

010324A Moved: Cr | Turton Seconded: Cr G Hansen
Recommendation and Council Decision:
That the Minutes of the Audit Committee Meeting held on 20 June 2024 be confirmed as true
and correct.
Carried 7/0

For: Cr Little, Cr Price, Cr Cowan, Cr Hansen, Cr Jennings, Cr Turton, Cr Watts
Against: Nil
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4, General Business

4.1 Compliance Audit Return 2024

File Reference: 04.041.04109

Location: N/A

Applicant: N/A

Author: lan Fitzgerald, A/Chief Executive Officer
Authorising Officer lan Fitzgerald, A/Chief Executive Officer
Date: 4 March 2025

Disclosure of Interest: Nil

Attachments: Compliance Audit Return 2024
Previous Reference: N/A

Summary:

To adopt the Compliance Audit Return in accordance with the Local Government (Audit) Regulations
1996.

Background:

The Compliance Audit Return process ensures that each Local Government has processes in place
that allows Council to monitor how the organisation is functioning. The Compliance Audit Return is
one of the tools available to assist Council with this monitoring role.

The Local Government (Audit) Regulations require the Compliance Audit Return to be reviewed by
the Audit Committee, then presented to Council.

After the Return has been presented to Council a certified copy of the Return along with the relevant
section of the Minutes and any additional information is to be submitted to the Department by 31
March 2025.

Comment:
Nothing further.

Consultation:
Nil.

Statutory Environment:
Local Government (Audit) Regulations 1996
r14. Compliance audits by local governments
(1) A local government is to carry out a compliance audit for the period 1 January to 31 December
in each year.
(2) After carrying out a compliance audit the local government is to prepare a compliance audit return
in a form approved by the Minister.
(3A) The local government’s audit committee is to review the compliance audit return and is to report
to the council the results of that review.
(3) After the audit committee has reported to the council under sub-regulation (3A), the compliance
audit return is to be —

(a) presented to the council at a meeting of the council; and

(b) adopted by the council; and

(c) recorded in the minutes of the meeting at which it is adopted.

Policy Implications:
Nil.
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Financial Implications:
Nil.

Strategic Implications:
Provide Strong Leadership
Our Goals Our Strategies

We plan for the future and e Ensure accountable, ethical and best practice governance

are strategically focused e Develop and maintain our Strategic Plan, Corporate Business
Plan, Asset Management Plan, Workforce Plan and Long Term
Financial Plan

e Service Level Plans detail operational roles, responsibilities
and resources

o Engage with local, regional, state and federal stakeholders tg
grow mutually beneficial relationships

Sustainability Implications:

e Environmental: There are no known significant environmental considerations.
e Economic: There are no known significant economic considerations.

e Social: There are no known significant social considerations.

Risk Implications:
Nil.

Voting Requirements:
Absolute Majority

010624 Moved: Cr M Watts Seconded: Cr G Hansen
Officer Recommendation and Council Decision:
That the Audit Committee recommends to Council that it adopts the attached Compliance
Audit Return for the period 1 January to 31 December 2024.
Carried 7/0

For: Cr Little, Cr Price, Cr Cowan, Cr Hansen, Cr Jennings, Cr Turton, Cr Watts
Against: Nil

5. Closure of Meeting
The Presiding Member declared the meeting closed at 3.34pm.
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Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries - Compliance Audit Return - Wandering

Department of

Local Government, Sport
and Cultural Industries

GOVERNMENT OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

of the gift? Did the disclosure include the information required by section
5.87C of the Act?

account all its expenditure, revenue and income?

4 | s5.90A(2) & (5) Did the local government prepare, adopt by absolute majority and publish an Yes
up-to-date version on the local government’s website, a policy dealing with
the attendance of council members and the CEO at events?

5 | s5.96A(1), (2), Did the CEO publish information on the local government’s website in Yes

(3) & (4) accordance with sections 5.96A(1), (2), (3), and (4) of the Local Government

Act 19957

6 |s5.128(1) Did the local government prepare and adopt (by absolute majority) a policy in Yes
relation to the continuing professional development of council members?

7 | s5.127 Did the local government prepare a report on the training completed by Yes
council members in the 2023/2024 financial year and publish it on the local
government’s official website by 31 July 2024?

8 | s6.4(3) By 30 September 2024, did the local government submit to its auditor the Yes
balanced accounts and annual financial report for the year ending 30 June
20247

9 |s.6.2(3) When adopting the annual budget, did the local government take into Yes

Chief Executive Officer

Date

Mayor/President

Date
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